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In this exuberantly praised book - a collection of seven pieces on subjects ranging from television to

tennis, from the Illinois State Fair to the films of David Lynch, from postmodern literary theory to the

supposed fun of traveling aboard a Caribbean luxury cruiseliner - David Foster Wallace brings to

nonfiction the same curiosity, hilarity, and exhilarating verbal facility that has delighted readers of his

fiction, including the bestselling >.
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"A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again" is a collection of seven essays originally published

between 1992 and 1996. They range over a variety of topics and, while somewhat uneven in

quality, demonstrate that David Foster Wallace is one of contemporary America's most intelligent

and imaginative writers.The best of the essays are two that were originally published in Harper's

magazine, "Getting Away from Being Pretty Much Away from It All" and the title essay, "A

Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again".In "Getting Away from Being Pretty Much Away from It

All", Wallace relates a visit to the Illinois State Fair in 1993 in a style that alternates between

intellectual ponderousness and hilariously obsessive description and commentary on the minutest

details of his experience. Approaching his task with the wonder of a child, Wallace, in a passage

illustrative of his style (or at least one aspect of it), reflects: "One of the few things I still miss from

my Midwest childhood was this weird, deluded but unshakable conviction that everything around me

existed all and only For Me. Am I the only one who had this queer deep sense as a kid?-that

everything exterior to me existed only insofar as it affected me somehow?-that all things were



somehow, via some occult adult activity, specially arranged for my benefit? . . . The child leaves a

room, and now everything in that room, once he's no longer there to see it, melts away into some

void of potential or else (my personal childhood theory) is trundled away by occult adults and stored

until the child's reentry into the room recalls it all back into animate service.
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